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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

Applicant amendment of 5-4-04 amended claims 1 - 4, 8 - 10, 17 - 19, 25 and 
26 as well as traversed rejections of Claims 1 - 32. 
Currently, claims 1- 32 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1 - 7, 11 - 13, 16, 17, 19 - 21, 24 - 30 and 32 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over "Surfing to Spark market for surplus 
supplies", Susan E Fisher; InfoWorld, Framingham; Mar. 20, 2000 (hereafter 
referred to as "Surplus") in view of Woolston (US 6,266,651 B1). 

Regarding claim 1 and related claims 17 and 25 (currently amended), Surplus teaches a 
method, medium and system for reverse logistics (see at least Page 1). 

However, Surplus does not specifically disclose a reverse logistics method comprising: 
offering a right to market used goods, owned by an actual seller, for sale over an 
internet exchange portal wherein the right to market the used goods is simultaneously 
provided to a plurality of different virtual sellers over the internet exchange portal; 
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selecting at least one of the virtual sellers; selling the right to market the used goods to 
the at least one of the virtual sellers; marketing the used goods over the portal under 
direction of the at least one virtual seller; identifying an actual buyer; and selling the 
used goods to the actual buyer. 

On the other hand Woolston teaches a method, medium and system for reverse 
logistics, comprising: 

offering a right to market used goods, owned by an actual seller, for sale over an 
internet exchange portal wherein the right to market the used goods is simultaneously 
provided to a plurality of different virtual sellers over the internet exchange portal (see at 
least Abstract, Col 2, lines 30 - 54 and Figure 4); selecting at least one of the virtual 
sellers (see at least Col 3, lines 45 - 49); 

selling the right to market the used goods to the at least one of the virtual sellers (see at 
least Col 4, lines 33 - 35); 

marketing the used goods over the portal under direction of the at least one virtual 
seller (see at least Abstract, Col 2, lines 51 - 58 and Col 3, lines 19-31); 
identifying an actual buyer (see at least Col 2, lines 36 - 52); and 
selling the used goods to the actual buyer (see at least Col 2, lines 36 - 52 and Col 5, 
lines 1-16). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to have provided the method, medium and system of Surplus with the method, medium 
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and system of Woolston to have enabled a method, medium and system for reverse 
logistics, comprising: offering a right to market used goods, owned by an actual seller, 
for sale over an internet exchange portal wherein the right to market the used goods is 
simultaneously provided to a plurality of different virtual sellers over the internet 
exchange portal; selecting at least one of the virtual sellers; selling the right to market 
the used goods to the at least one of the virtual sellers; marketing the used goods over 
the portal under direction of the at least one virtual seller; identifying an actual buyer; 
and selling the used good to the actual buyer - in order to facilitate a two tier method 
and system for offering a used good to virtual sellers, selecting one who markets the 
used good(s). Surplus discloses a method and system for reverse logistics (Page 1). 
Woolston discloses a method and system for reverse logistics for used goods 
comprising offering a right to market used goods, owned by an actual seller, for sale 
over an internet exchange portal wherein the right to market the used goods is 
simultaneously provided to a plurality of different virtual sellers over the internet 
exchange portal; selecting at least one of the virtual sellers; selling the right to market 
the used goods to the at least one of the virtual sellers; marketing the used goods over 
the portal under direction of the at least one virtual seller; identifying an actual buyer; 
and selling the used goods to the actual buyer (Abstract and Col 1 , lines 47 - 57). 
Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention would have been 
motivated to extend the method and system of Surplus with a method and system 
comprising offering a right to market used goods, owned by an actual seller, for sale 
over an internet exchange portal wherein the right to market the used goods is 
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simultaneously provided to a plurality of different virtual sellers over the internet 
exchange portal; selecting at least one of the virtual sellers; selling the right to market 
the used goods to the at least one of the virtual sellers; marketing the used goods over 
the portal under direction of the at least one virtual seller; identifying an actual buyer; 
and selling the used goods to the actual buyer. In this manner, the virtual 
seller/manufacturer can offer a service that will enable others to purchase used 
products at a reduce cost. Thereby, the customer's satisfaction will be increased as well 
as the potential for increased return for the virtual seller as well as the actual seller and 
thereby increasing the probability that they will continue to work together in the future. 

Regarding claim 2 (currently amended), Woolston teaches a method, wherein selling 
the right to market the used goods further comprises the actual seller and the at least 
one virtual seller entering into a contract (Col 4, line 33). 

Regarding claim 3 (currently amended), Woolston teaches a method, wherein the actual 
seller, the plurality of virtual sellers and the actual buyer register with the internet 
exchange portal (Col 4, lines 58 - 67 and Figure 4). Please note that Woolston does not 
specifically disclose registering. However, registering with online portals is old and well 
known. Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to extend 
Woolston with the capability to register. 
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Regarding claim 4 and related claim 26 (currently amended), Surplus teaches a 
method, wherein: the at least one virtual seller is a manufacturer of new goods; and the 
actual seller is a strategic account customer of the manufacturer (Pages 1 and 2). 

regarding 5 (original) and related claims 19 (currently amended) and 27 (original), 
Woolston teaches a method, wherein the selling a right step further includes the step of: 
charging the actual seller a lower price for acquiring the new goods in exchange for 
marketing the used goods (Col 4, lines 32 - 36). 

regarding claim 6 (original) and related claims 20 and 28 (original), Woolston teaches a 
method, wherein the marketing step includes the steps of: categorizing the used goods; 
and differentiating marketing by category (see at least Abstract and Col 2, lines 47 - 54) 
and (7) wherein the categorizing step includes the step of: categorizing the used goods 
by their condition (Col 3, lines 47 - 48 and Col 1 3, lines 40 - 44). 

Regarding claim 1 1 (original), Surplus teaches a method, wherein the categorizing step 
includes the step of: categorizing the used goods by functionality levels and (claim 12 
original) wherein the functionality levels include systems, devices, components, parts, 
and materials (Pages 1 and 2). 

regarding claim 13 and related claims 21 and 29, Woolston teaches a method, wherein: 
the marketing step includes the step of virtually differentiating a portion of the-used 
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goods into both a first category and a second category; the identifying step includes the 
steps of, receiving a first offer for the first category from a first actual buyer; and 
receiving a second offer for the second category from a second actual buyer, wherein 
the second offer is of greater value than the first offer; and the selling the used goods 
step includes the step of selling the portion of used goods to the second actual buyer 
(see at least Abstract, Col 1 3, lines 40 - 44 and Col 5, lines 57 - 60). 

regarding claim 16 and related claims 24 and 32, Woolston teaches a method including 
the steps of: obtaining credit for a predetermined amount of funds from a creditor on 
behalf of the actual buyer; and delaying payment of the funds from the creditor to the 
actual seller until after the actual buyer inspects and approves the used goods (Col 6, 
lines 56 -60). 

Claims 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over the combination of Surplus and Woolston as applied to claim 4 above, and 
further in view of Hubbard (US 2001/0039497 A1). 

The combination of Surplus and Woolston substantially disclose and teach the 
applicant's invention. 

However, the combination does not specifically disclose a method, wherein the 
manufacturer offers new goods at a discount to the actual seller for granting the 
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manufacturer the right to market the used goods and wherein the manufacturer grants 
the actual seller credit for granting the manufacturer the right to market the used goods 
as well as wherein the manufacturer offers the manufacturer the right to market the 
used goods. 

On the other hand and regarding claim 8 (currently amended), Hubbard teaches a 
method, wherein the manufacturer offers new goods at a discount to the actual seller for 
granting the manufacturer the right to market the used goods (Abstract and Page 6, 
Para 0069). Moreover, these incentives programs of virtual sellers in equipment are old 
and well known to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention. For 
example, sellers such as automobile dealers as well as computer manufacturers offered 
these incentives including discounts on the equipment held by their customers in order 
to have the customers/actual seller upgrade to newer equipment. Therefore, one of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to extend Hubbard with a method for 
wherein the manufacturer offers new goods at a discount to the actual seller for granting 
the manufacturer the right to market the used goods 

Regarding claims 9 (currently amended) and 10 (currently amended), the recitations 
"wherein the manufacturer grants the actual seller credit for granting the manufacturer 
the right to market the used goods" and "wherein the manufacturer offers the 
manufacturer the right to market the used goods", such recitations are given little 
patentable weight because it imparts no structural or functional specificity which serves 
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to patentably distinguish the instant invention from the other "fixed price" already 
disclosed by Hubbard. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to have provided the combination of Surplus and Woolston to have enabled a method 
for wherein the manufacturer offers new goods at a discount to the actual seller for 
granting the manufacturer the right to market the used goods and wherein the 
manufacturer grants the actual seller credit for granting the manufacturer the right to 
market the used goods as well as wherein the manufacturer offers the manufacturer the 
right to market the used goods - in order to have the actual seller/customer upgrade to 
new equipment. The combination of Surplus and Woolston disclose a method for 
reverse logistics, comprising; offering a right to market used goods, owned by an actual 
seller, for sale over an internet exchange portal wherein the right to market the used 
goods is simultaneously provided to a plurality of different virtual sellers over the 
internet exchange portal; selecting at least one of the virtual sellers; selling the right to 
market the used goods to the at least one of the virtual sellers; marketing the used 
goods over the portal under direction of the at least one virtual seller; identifying an 
actual buyer; and selling the used good to the actual buyer. Hubbard discloses incentive 
information for specific manufactures CPU' (Page 6, Para 0069). Therefore, one of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to extend the combination of Surplus 
and Woolston with an incentive program to upgrade their equipment/cpu's wherein the 
manufacturer offers new goods at a discount to the actual seller for granting the 
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manufacturer the right to market the used goods. Indeed, the customer/actual seller 
satisfaction will be increased as result of being able to obtain new equipment at a 
discount as well as the virtual seller/manufacturer removing and selling the old 
equipment. 

Claims 14, 18, 22 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the combination of Surplus and Woolston as applied to claim 
6, 17, 20 and 28 above, and further in view of Shkedy (US 6,260,024 B1). 

The combination of Surplus and Woolston substantially discloses and teaches the 
applicants invention. 

However, the combination does not specifically disclose and teach a method, wherein: 
the marketing step includes the steps of, virtually differentiating the used goods into a 
matrix of categories; and simultaneously marketing each of category in the matrix; and 
the identifying step includes the step of receiving a set of offers for each of category in 
the matrix; and the selling the used goods step includes the step of accepting those 
offers which maximize value returned to the actual seller for the used goods. 

On the other hand and regarding claim 14 and related claims 22 and 30, Shkedy 
teaches a method, wherein: the marketing step includes the steps of, virtually 
differentiating the used goods into a matrix of categories; and simultaneously marketing 
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each of category in the matrix; and the identifying step includes the step of receiving a 
set of offers for each of category in the matrix; and the selling the used goods step 
includes the step of accepting those offers which maximize value returned to the actual 
seller for the used goods (see at least Abstract, Col 6, lines 50 - 52, Col 7, lines 14 - 
20, Col 1 6, lines 1 6 - 28 and Figures 1 and 2). 

Regarding claim 18 (currently amended), Shkedy teaches a computer-usable medium, 
further comprising accepting a bid, by the actual seller, from at least one of a plurality of 
virtual sellers to market the used-goods over the internet exchange portal (Abstract). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to have provided the combination of Surplus and Woolston with the method and system 
of Shkedy to enable a method, wherein: the marketing step includes the steps of, 
virtually differentiating the used goods into a matrix of categories; and simultaneously 
marketing each of category in the matrix; and the identifying step includes the step of 
receiving a set of offers for each of category in the matrix; and the selling the used 
goods step includes the step of accepting those offers which maximize value returned to 
the actual seller for the used goods as well as teaches a computer-usable medium, 
further comprising accepting a bid, by the actual seller, from at least one of a plurality of 
virtual sellers to market the used-goods over the internet exchange portal - in order to 
maximize the return for participants. The combination of Surplus and Woolston disclose 
a method for reverse logistics, comprising; offering a right to market used goods, owned 
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by an actual seller, for sale over an internet exchange portal wherein the right to market 
the used goods is simultaneously provided to a plurality of different virtual sellers over 
the internet exchange portal; selecting at least one of the virtual sellers; selling the right 
to market the used goods to the at least one of the virtual sellers; marketing the used 
goods over the portal under direction of the at least one virtual seller; identifying an 
actual buyer; and selling the used good to the actual buyer. Shkedy teaches a method, 
wherein: the marketing step includes the steps of, virtually differentiating the used 
goods into a matrix of categories; and simultaneously marketing each of category in the 
matrix; and the identifying step includes the step of receiving a set of offers for each of 
category in the matrix; and the selling the used goods step includes the step of 
accepting those offers which maximize value returned to the actual seller for the used 
goods (see at least Abstract, Col 6, lines 50 -52, Col 7, lines 14-20, Col 16, lines 16- 
28 and Figures 1 and 2) as well as a computer-usable medium, further comprising 
accepting a bid, by the actual seller, from at least one of a plurality of virtual sellers to 
market the used-goods over the internet exchange portal (Abstract). 
In that regard, the portal will be able to increase it's liquidity through increased 
participation by larger number of buyers and sellers. Indeed, the overall satisfaction with 
the portal will increase for all participants, which will increase the probability that they 
will recommend the site to others. 
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Claims 15, 23 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the combination of Surplus and Woolston as applied to claim 
6, 20 and 28 above, and further in view of Pa I la k off (US 6,269,343 B1). 

The combination of Surplus and Woolston substantially discloses and teaches the 
applicant's invention. 

However, the combination does not specifically disclose and teach a method, wherein 
the marketing step includes the step of: virtually aggregating the used goods from a first 
actual seller with other used goods from a second actual sellers into a matrix of 
categories; the identifying step includes the step of receiving a set of offers for each of 
category in the matrix; and the selling the used goods step includes the step of 
accepting those offers which maximize value returned to the first actual seller. 

On the other hand, Pallakoff teaches a method, wherein the marketing step includes the 
step of: virtually aggregating the used goods from a first actual seller with other used 
goods from a second actual sellers into a matrix of categories; the identifying step 
includes the step of receiving a set of offers for each of category in the matrix; and the 
selling the used goods step includes the step of accepting those offers which maximize 
value returned to the first actual seller (see at least Abstract, Col 10, lines 56 - 60 and 
Figures 3 and 4). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention t 
have provided the combination of Surplus and Woolston with the method and system of 
Pallakoff to enable teach a method, wherein the marketing step includes the step of: 
virtually aggregating the used goods from a first actual seller with other used goods 
from a second actual sellers into a matrix of categories; the identifying step includes the 
step of receiving a set of offers for each of category in the matrix; and the selling the 
used goods step includes the step of accepting those offers which maximize value 
returned to the first actual seller - in order to have provided the capability to permit the 
aggregating sellers offers. The combination of Surplus and Woolston disclose a method 
for reverse logistics, comprising; offering a right to market used goods, owned by an 
actual seller, for sale over an internet exchange portal wherein the right to market the 
used goods is simultaneously provided to a plurality of different virtual sellers over the 
internet exchange portal; selecting at least one of the virtual sellers; selling the right to 
market the used goods to the at least one of the virtual sellers; marketing the used 
goods over the portal under direction of the at least one virtual seller; identifying an 
actual buyer; and selling the used good to the actual buyer. Pallakoff discloses a 
method wherein the marketing step includes the step of: virtually aggregating the used 
goods from a first actual seller with other used goods from a second actual sellers into a 
matrix of categories; the identifying step includes the step of receiving a set of offers for 
each of category in the matrix; and the selling the used goods step includes the step of 
accepting those offers which maximize value returned to the first actual seller (Abstract 
and Figures 3 and 4). In this manner, the portal participants and especially the sellers 
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will be able to combine, which will have increased the totals available to be bid and 
thereby increasing the potential number of buyer bids. Moreover, the portal will increase 
its participants and it's liquidity, which will increase the probability of increased return for 
all. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 5-4-04 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant asserts that the rejection does not satisfy a prima facie case of obviousness. 
In response to applicant's argument that there is no suggestion to combine the 
references (Surplus and Woolston), the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only 
be established by combining or modifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the 
claimed invention where there is some teaching, suggestion, or motivation to do so 
found either in the references themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one 
of ordinary skill in the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 
1988) and In re Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). In this case, 
Surplus discloses and teaches a method and system for a reverse logistics portal 
(Pages 1, 2 and 3) - for surplus/used equipment. Woolston discloses and teaches a 
method and system for reverse logistics compromising offering a right to market used 
goods, owned by an actual seller, for sale over an internet exchange portal wherein the 
right to market the used goods is simultaneously provided to a plurality of different 



Application/Control Number: 09/809,543 Page 16 

Art Unit: 3625 

virtual sellers over the internet exchange portal; selecting at least one of the virtual 
sellers; selling the right to market the used goods to the at least one of the virtual 
sellers; marketing the used goods over the portal under direction of the at least one 
virtual seller; identifying an actual buyer; and selling the used goods to the actual buyer 
(see at least Abstract). Moreover, the references disclose reverse logistics for 
used/surplus goods (Surplus, Page 1 - 3) and that entail a two-tier electronic market 
method and system for used goods (Woolston, Abstract). Therefore, one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention would have been motivated to extend the 
method and system of Surplus with a method and system comprising offering a right to 
market used goods, owned by an actual seller, for sale over an internet exchange portal 
wherein the right to market the used goods is simultaneously provided to a plurality of 
different virtual sellers over the internet exchange portal; selecting at least one of the 
virtual sellers; selling the right to market the used goods to the at least one of the virtual 
sellers; marketing the used goods over the portal under direction of the at least one 
virtual seller; identifying an actual buyer; and selling the used goods to the actual buyer. 
In this manner, the virtual seller/manufacturer can offer a service that will enable others 
to purchase used products at a reduce cost. 

Applicant argues with respect to claims 1,17 and 25 that the references (Surplus and 
Woolston) do not teach or suggest offering a right to market used goods, "wherein the 
right to market the used goods is simultaneously provided to a plurality of different 
virtual sellers over the internet exchange portal". 
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First, Surplus teaches marketing used goods over an internet exchange portal 
(Page 1). Second, Woolston an internet two tier exchange portal for used goods and 
does teach and suggest to one of ordinary skill in the art that "the right to market the 
used goods is simultaneously provided to a plurality of different virtual sellers over the 
internet exchange portal" (Abstract and Col 2, lines 41 - 47). 



Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL, Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rob Rhode whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
8230. The examiner can normally be reached Monday thru Friday 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeff Smith can be reached on (703) 308-3588. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 
308-1113. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Va. 22313-1450 

or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306 [Official communications; including 
After Final communications labeled 
"Box AF"] 

(703) 746-7418 [Informal/Draft communications, labeled 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"] 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park 5, 2451 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, VA, 7 th floor receptionist. 
RER 




